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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 34-36, 44 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claims 33-36, line 1, the limitation "the system defined in claim 20" should be 
replaced as - the system defined in claim 30. 

In claim 44, line 1, the limitation "the system defined in claim 9" should be replaced as - 
the system defined in claim 3ZAppropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Alexander et al. (US 6,177.931). 
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Regarding claim 1 . Alexander teaches a method for providing access to a passive video 
product (television program or advertised product) from an interactive application 
(interactive program guide on screen 10 -figure 1), comprising: 
providing a branded selectable option (interactive ads windows 14,16 or interactive 
icons on the Grid guide 22) within an interactive application display (interactive program 
guide - figure 1)); 

providing a passive video product associated with the brand in response to a user 
selecting the option from the interactive application display is met by providing television 
program associated with the selected icon on PIP window or full screen window in 
response to a viewer selecting an icon from the interactive program guide (col. 4, lines 
13-23; col. 5, lines 5-14; col. 8, lines 4-17; col. 13. lines 46-67). 

Regarding claim 2, the further claimed featured of providing interactive content with the 
passive video product is either met by providing on screen notifications with the real 
time television program being displayed (col. 14, line 50-coL 15, line 12) or the viewer 
presses the "Guide" key on the viewer's remote control device when the viewer watches 
a full screen display of the television video programming to display EPG grid guide. Ad 
windows with the television video programming (figure 1 and col. 6, line 64-col. 7, line 
30). 

Regarding claim 3, the additional claimed featured for the interactive content comprises 
an alert icon is met by the interactive icons on the interactive program guide (figure 1) or 
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icon of the on screen notifications (col. 15, lines 5-22); the additional claimed feature of 
providing a merchandising opportunity to the user in response to the user selecting of 
the alert icon is met by providing information of the television program or merchandise 
in response to user selecting of the interactive icon (col. 14. line 50-col. 15, line 22; col. 
15, lines 47-50; figures 1, 5,6). 

Regarding claim 4, the additional claimed feature of the alert icon is overlaid onto the 
passive video product is met by the interactive program guide or the on screen 
notification icon is overlaid onto full screen television program (col. 3, lines 55-61; col. 7. 
lines 20-30; col. 15, lines 4-20). 

Regarding claim 5, the additional feature of the interactive content comprises a 
television program listing is met by television interactive program guide (figure 1); the 
further claimed feature of providing additional information for the television program 
listing in response to the user selecting the television program listing is met by providing 
the entire title and detail description on the detail description area in response to user 
selecting a particular icon on the interactive television guide (figure 1 and col. 15, lines 
52-64). 

Regarding claim 6, the additional claimed feature of the interactive program application 
is an interactive television guide is met by interactive program guide on screen (10 - 
figure 1); and the further claimed feature of the branded selectable option is a branded 
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selection menu option of the interactive television guide is met by interactive grid guide 
and/or interactive ads windows on the interactive program guide (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Alexander discloses data in the interactive program guide can be 
downloaded from Internet and displayed on the screen (col. 8, lines 36-64; col. 18, lines 
1-67). Inherently, the interactive application is a web browser. 

Regarding claim 8, the further claimed feature of providing the passive video product 
comprises tuning equipment associated with the user to a television channel is met by 
providing the television program comprises tuner associated with the viewer to a 
television channel (col. 7, lines 10-18; col. 30, line 60-coL 31, line 8). 

Regarding claim 9, the claimed method for providing advertisements for passive 
programming within an interactive application implemented at least part on user 
equipment is met by the disclosure of Alexander (figure 1), wherein the claimed feature 
of providing an advertisement for passive programming in an interactive application 
display is met by providing program title for television program in an interactive program 
guide (figure 1); the claimed feature of providing the advertised passive programming 
on the user equipment in response to the user selecting the advertisement from the 
interactive application display is met by providing the television associated with the 
selected icon in response to the user selecting the program title from the interactive 
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program guide (col. 4, lines 13-23; col. 5, lines 5-14; col. 8, lines 4-17; col. 13, lines 46- 
67). 

Regarding claim 10, the further claimed feature of the passive programming is a 
television program, a commercial, a pay per view program, or a passive video product 
segment is met by a television program displayed on PIP window or advertisement 
displayed in ads windows 14, 16 -figure 1). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the further claimed feature of retrieving the advertisement 
associated with the passive programming is met by providing on screen notifications 
(col. 14, line 50-col. 15, line 20) or retrieving additional information relevant to the 
television program (col. 17, line 50-col. 18, line 67). 

Regarding claim 12, the further claimed feature of retrieving an advertisement according 
to a schedule is met by retrieving on screen notification a certain amount of time before 
the program begin or retrieving particular advertisement according to particular program 
displayed on the screen (col. 25, line 50-col. 26, line 60; col. 33, lines 26-65). 

Regarding claim 13, the further claimed feature of retrieving an advertisement according 
to a real time flag is met by retrieving among other things, additional information about 
the particular event involving the astronauts according to an event involving astronauts 
described by news broadcaster while watching the news program (col. 18, lines 54-67). 



Application/Control Number: 09/731.115 



Art Unit: 2611 



Page 7 



Regarding clainn 14, Alexander further teaches the advertisement is branded (e.g., 
Goodyear Tires - col. 33, lines 27-43 or network channels - col. 31 , lines 1-8, figure 1 ). 

Regarding claims 15, 17, the claimed limitations correspond to the limitations as 
claimed in claims 7, 8 respectively, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claims 7,8. 

Regarding claim 16, Alexander further discloses the interactive application is an 
interactive television program guide (interactive program guide - figure 1); and 
providing the advertisement in the interactive application display comprises providing 
the advertisement as a panel advertisement (Ad windows or Grid guide) in the 
interactive television program guide (interactive program guide) - figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 18, Alexander discloses a method for providing advertisements within 
an interactive application implemented at least in part on user equipment (figure 1) 
comprising: 

providing branded passive programming to the user equipment (providing television 
programming to the viewer equipment -col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 1 8); 
providing a user associated with the user equipment with an opportunity to indicate a 
desire to access additional information associated with the branded passive 
programming (viewer presses a key on the remote control device to access additional 
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information associated with the television programming -figure 1. cxdI. 17, line 48-col. 18, 
line 67); 

providing an interactive display on the user equipment in response to the user indicating 
a desire to access the additional information, wherein the display comprises an 
advertisement for an advertiser associated with the. brand of the branded passive 
programming (providing interactive program guide on the viewer screen in response to 
viewer selecting the "Guide" key (col. 6, line 65-coL 7. line 18), wherein the display 
comprises an title for broadcast network associated with the television programming - 
'figure 1, col. 15, lines 47-55; col. 17, line 50-col. 18, line 53; col. 26. line 57-col. 27, line 
2; col. 33, lines 26-42). 

Regarding claims 19-24, the limitations as claimed correspond to the limitations as 
claimed in claims 10-16 respectively, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claims 10-16. 

Regarding claim 25, Alexander discloses a method for providing advertisement space to 
advertisers across television related products (figure 1) comprising: 
allocating advertisement time for an advertiser on an interactive application and during a 
passive program (figure 1 and col. 22, lines 20-33; col. 26, line 57-col. 27, line 20; col. 
32, line 25-col. 33, line 43). 
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Regarding claim 26, Alexander further teaches providing a user with an opportunity to 
select the advertisement in the interactive application (viewer selects a program title or 
ad window in the interactive program guide - figure 1 , col. 15, lines 47-63; col. 17, line 
40-col. 18, Iine67); 

providing the passive program in response to the user selecting the advertisement in 
the interactive application (providing television program and/or product in response to 
viewer selecting a program title or ad window in the interactive program guide - figure 1 , 
col. 4, lines 18-20). 

1 

Regarding claims 27-28. the claimed limitations correspond to the claimed limitations in 
claims 19, 23 respectively, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection 
of claims 19-23. 

Regarding claims 29-56, the limitations of the system as claimed correspond to the 
limitations of the method as claimed in claims 1-28, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claims 1-28. 

Regarding claims 57-84, the limitations of the system as claimed correspond to the 
limitations of the method as claimed in claims 1-28, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claims 1-28. 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Shoff (US 6.240,555) teaches interactive entertainment system for presenting 
supplemental interactive content together with continuous video programs. 
Schein et al. (US 6,388,714) teaches interactive computer system for providing 
television schedule information. 

Klosterman et al. (US 5,940,073) teaches method and system for displaying other 
information in a TV program guide. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son P Huynh whose telephone number is 703-305- 
1889. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/731 ,1 1 5 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2611 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Son P. Huynh 
February 18,2005 
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